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 OUR MISSION: SAVING LIVES 
 
Every human life matters. All over the world, too many patients are still dying of blood cancer, including many children 
and young people. 
 
We as DKMS want to provide every blood cancer patient with a matching donor or help with access to treatment 
– around the globe.  
 
WE DELETE BLOOD CANCER: That’s our vision. 
 
 
 

 DKMS AS A GLOBAL ORGANIZATION 
 
DKMS is an international not-for-profit organization dedicated to the fight against blood cancer. It was founded 26 years 
ago in Germany by Dr. Peter Harf and Prof. Gerhard Ehninger. Today, the DKMS family is active in Germany, the USA, 
Poland, Spain, and the UK.  
 
Over 640 DKMS employees representing more than 20 nations are dedicated to helping to give every blood cancer 
patient a second chance at life. 
 
Together, the DKMS family has registered more than 7 million potential donors, making DKMS one of the global leaders 
in the fight against blood cancer. 
 
The facts show that global support is urgently needed: Every 35 seconds, someone somewhere in the world receives 
the diagnosis of blood cancer.  
 

 
Development registered donors since 1991 (current status: March 2017) 
 
 
 



Page 3/ 12 
Last updated: Juli 2017 

DKMS gemeinnützige GmbH 
Bankverbindung Deutsche Bank AG, Konto 1 790 005, BLZ 640 700 85 / IBAN DE81 6407 0085 0179 0050 0, BIC DEUTDESS640 
Spendenkonto Kreissparkasse Tübingen, Konto 255 556, BLZ 641 500 20 / IBAN DE64 6415 0020 0000 2555 56, BIC SOLADES1TUB  
Geschäftsführung Henning Wrogemann, Sandra Bothur, Sirko Geist, Dr. Dr. Alexander Schmidt / Amtsgericht Stuttgart, HRB Nr. 381293 

 
 

 TAKING ACTION TO HELP 
 
We at DKMS put our heart into our work, are driven by innovation and invest in our people’s ideas so we can stay 
best in working on a future with more blood cancer survivors. 
 
DKMS strives - for a future with more blood cancer survivors. 
 
 

 OUR MISSION 
 

 We create awareness of blood cancer diseases and treatments. 

 We recruit stem cell donors for the chance of saving patients’ lives. 

 We engage the public as well as corporations to organize donor drives. 

 We raise funds to match registration costs and to expand our services to better serve patients.  

 We help to improve blood cancer therapies – through our own research and   
state-of-the-art technology in our lab. 

 We maintain our donor relationship from day one of registration until stem cell donation.  

 We care about patients – and provide information and services to help manage a life-threatening 

situation.  

 

 

 GLOBAL SUPPORT: WHY INTERNATIONALIZATION IS IMPORTANT 
 
As of today, over 64,000 DKMS donors have given patients all over the world a second chance at life. Every day, more 
than 19 DKMS donors donate stem cells or bone marrow for patients worldwide.  
 
To find the right donor for a patient, it is vital to match tissue types (HLA types), which are subject to genetic and 
regional variations.  
 
In order to improve the chances of survival for blood cancer patients everywhere, DKMS therefore endeavors to register 
donors of many different nationalities.  
 
38 percent of all stem cell donations worldwide are currently provided by DKMS donors. More than 75 percent of 

all DKMS stem cell transports currently originate in Germany and go to patients abroad.  

Around the clock, our stem cells can be found making their way across the globe. 
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 FROM REGISTRATION TO STEM CELL DONATION 
 
All that is needed to register as a donor with DKMS is a cheek swab or a blood sample, as well as a written declaration 
of consent. 
 
After registration, the tissue sample or blood is used for high-resolution laboratory analysis of twelve relevant HLA 
types. DKMS applies state-of-the-art technology and continuously expands its typing profiles to keep up with the latest 
scientific findings. This makes it possible to quickly and efficiently find a matching donor – meaning a better chance of 
survival for patients. 
 
Since January 2016, all DKMS donors added to the registry are not only classified according to the relevant HLA types 
(A, B, C, DRB1, DQB1, DPB1), blood type (ABO and rhesus factor) and the CCR5 gene, but are also analyzed for 
killer-cell immunoglobulin-like receptors (KIR). Blood samples are also tested for the presence of CMV antibodies (IgG). 
DKMS is the only organization to offer this high standard typing profile worldwide, which helps to ensure a better and 
more accurate donor selection. 
 
DKMS then provides anonymized data to central registries, which are used in the global search for donors. 
 
If a match is found for a patient, the potential donor is contacted. A doctor explains the donation procedure and gives 
the donor a thorough check-up. The donor can then decide whether or not to give his or her binding consent for the 
planned donation.  
 
 
 
 
As a rule, any healthy individual aged between 17 and 55 years can join the registry to become a stem cell donor. 
There are two ways of analyzing donors’ tissue: either by means of a cheek swab or on the basis of a blood sample. 
 

 Donor Drives 

Our public donor drives are always prompted by the needs of a specific blood cancer sufferer. They are organized 

by local initiatives working in collaboration with DKMS. On the day of the drive, potential donors either provide a 

cheek swab or a sample of approximately 5 ml of blood, which is sent to the lab for their tissue type characteristics 

to be analyzed.  

 

 Online 

Potential donors who are unable to attend a donor drive can request a registration kit either online or over the 

phone. They simply use the swab contained to take a sample from inside their cheek, before returning the kit to 

DKMS. 

 

 Company cooperation  

Along with individuals, numerous businesses have joined the fight against blood cancer. They often launch donor 

registration events when a co-worker falls ill or a story emerges about a patient in the local area. Many of them 

have also been taking targeted steps to support DKMS as part of their Corporate Social Responsibility programs. 

New donors are registered directly on the premises, giving everybody in the organization the opportunity to join the 

registry. The company is kindly asked to support DKMS by financing the registration fees. 
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 STEM CELL DONATION 
 
Once the right donor for a blood cancer patient has been found, their stem cells can be harvested in one of two 
different ways. The patient’s doctor chooses the method that promises the best outcome for the patient – that’s 
why we ask that all registrants be comfortable moving forward with either method. 
 
 

Peripheral stem cell collection (apheresis): In about 80 percent of cases, stem cells are 

harvested from the donor’s blood stream. For five days prior to the procedure, the donor is 
given G-CSF growth factor to increase the number of stem cells in the peripheral blood. The 
cells are then taken directly from their blood in an outpatient procedure that takes about four 
hours to complete. In general, donors can leave the collection center on the same day, 
although on rare occasions a follow-up collection may be required the next day. This 
procedure, which was co-developed by DKMS, has been in use since 1996. 
 
 

Bone marrow donation: This method involves using a syringe to remove approximately 1 

liter of bone marrow and blood from the pelvic bone (not the spine!). The donor is given a full 
anesthetic. The mix that is extracted includes about 5 percent of the donor’s overall bone 
marrow. Their remaining bone marrow will regenerate to normal levels again within about 
two weeks of the procedure. Usually two small incisions towards the back of the pelvic bone 
are enough for the cells to be extracted. Any potential risks are linked to the anesthetic 
rather than the cell removal.  
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 PAST AND FUTURE: THE STORY OF DKMS 
 
Our story begins in 1991, when our founder, Dr. Peter Harf, lost his wife Mechtild to leukemia. Peter promised his 
wife to help every blood cancer patient find a matching donor.  
At that time, there were only 3,000 potential stem cell donors available to provide a transplant in Germany. Peter 
founded DKMS, and within just one year the number of stem cell donors increased to 68,000.   
This was reason enough for our founder to believe in his vision – to delete blood cancer and to give every blood 
cancer patient a second chance at life.  
In 2004, we embarked on our international journey by establishing offices in the United States, and we continued 
the expedition with openings in 2009 in Poland, in 2011 in Spain and in 2013 in the UK. 
 
 
 

 THE DKMS FAMILY 
 
 
DKMS FOUNDATION FOR GIVING LIFE 

 
The DKMS Foundation for Giving Life, the parent organization of DKMS, has been in existence since 1997. The 
Foundation ensures compliance with the company purpose and makes decisions regarding the strategic direction of 
DKMS and the other organizations: DKMS Life Science Lab, DKMS Clinical Trials Unit (CTU), DKMS Cord Blood Bank 
and DKMS LIFE. 
 
 
EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE DKMS FOUNDATION FOR GIVING LIFE 

 
Dr. Peter Harf (Founder); Laurence Atlas; Marcel van den Brink, MD; Prof. Richard Champlin, MD (Vice  Chairman of 
the Board); Alexandre Van Damme;  Dr. Dr. Christoph Glaser (Chairman of the Board); Prof. John Hansen, MD; Prof. 
Dr. Dieter Hoelzer; Dr. Antonella Mei-Pochtler; Alejandro Santo Domingo; and Patrice de Talhouët. 
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OUR MANAGEMENT BODIES 
 

 

Henning Wrogemann 

 
Chief Executive. 

  
  

 

Sandra Bothur  

 
Managing Director for Donor Recruitment as well as 
the supporting functions Fundraising, Marketing, 
Public Relations, and Event Management. 
 

  

 
 

Sirko Geist  

 
Managing Director for the areas of Administration, 
Finances, Organization, IT and Human Capital.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Alexander Schmidt  

 
Managing Director for the areas of Medicine and 
Science. 
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DKMS LIFE SCIENCE LAB IN DRESDEN 
 

 
A researcher in the lab checks a prepared blood sample panel for the right filling level. 
 
The DKMS Life Science Lab in Dresden is one of the largest and highest-capacity HLA typing laboratories anywhere in 
the world, operating according to the latest scientific findings. More than 100,000 donor samples can be analyzed per 
month. 
  
At the DKMS Life Science Lab, the genetic material (DNA) of potential stem cell donors is extracted from cheek swabs 
or blood samples. In an HLA typing process, these DNA samples are then analyzed to determine the exact genetic 
profile of the human compatibility genes for every newly registered donor. These profiles are the essential basis for 
finding matching donors for patients who need a stem cell transplant. Finding the closest match between the HLA types 
of donor and patient minimizes the risk of complications following a transplant. 
 
In order to carry out (high-resolution) HLA typing at the highest possible capacity, the DKMS Life Science Lab applies 
cutting-edge biotechnological procedures. In 2013, the DKMS Life Science Lab was the first HLA typing laboratory in 
the world to put into routine use a breakthrough sequencing technology, the so-called NGS (Next-Generation 
Sequencing) process, for highly parallelized, high-throughput typing. Today, well over a million potential stem cell 
donors are typed with this procedure each year. 
 
Affiliated with the DKMS Life Science Lab are a clinical laboratory and a clinical search unit accredited by the German 
National Registry of Blood Stem Cell Donors (ZKRD). 
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DKMS CLINICAL TRIALS UNIT (CTU) 

 
When it comes to treating blood cancer and other diseases of the hematopoietic (blood forming) system, many 
questions still remain unanswered. Controlled studies are urgently needed. To increase the chances of successful 
treatment for blood cancer patients in the long term, DKMS founded the DKMS Clinical Trials Unit (CTU) in April 2013. 
In cooperation with leading scientists and physicians, the CTU assists with the scientific rationale for studies as well as 
their substantive and organizational planning and practical implementation, followed by statistical analysis and the final 
publication of the results. The common goal is to actively promote research in the field of stem cell transplantation and 
the fight against blood cancer. 
 
 
DKMS NABELSCHNURBLUTBANK GEMEINNÜTZIGE GMBH (DKMS Cord Blood Bank) 

 
The DKMS Cord Blood Bank, which has been a member of the DKMS family since 2008, encourages donations of 
blood obtained from the umbilical cord directly after the birth of a child. The DKMS Cord Blood Bank therefore 
complements the work of DKMS by giving more blood cancer patients a second chance at life through a stem cell 
transplant. 
 
 
DKMS LIFE GEMEINNÜTZIGE GMBH 

 
The not-for-profit organization DKMS LIFE was founded in 1995 and has been part of the DKMS family since 2002. 
DKMS LIFE is affiliated with the international program look good feel better, which provides free cosmetics seminars 
for cancer patients in 26 countries worldwide. 
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 SUPPORT IS URGENTLY NEEDED  
 
In the fight against blood cancer, every euro counts, because even just registering a new donor currently costs DKMS 
40 euros. All donations received by DKMS go exclusively toward the fight against blood cancer – so that every single 
euro helps. In addition to financing potential stem cell donors, we also need monetary donations for scientific and 
academic research and to broaden our international scope. Global solidarity and donations let us help even more 
patients all around the world. 
 
 
OUR SUPPORTERS 

 

 Fundraising Campaigns 

Many committed people invest their precious time in the fight against blood cancer by volunteering for DKMS. 
Individuals, businesses, and associations collect monetary donations and support our work in various ways. With 
sporting events, charity runs, bake sales, and many other ideas, they raise funds while also acting as multipliers to 
raise awareness of the cause. 
 

 Donor Club 

The DKMS Donor Club is a dedicated and exclusive nationwide network of stem cell donors. Each member has 
already donated stem cells and has agreed afterward to continue to do volunteer work for DKMS. Club members 
inform people about stem cell donation, represent us at various events, and talk to people at information stands. 
 

 Company 

Whether global player or small family business, a number of companies have actively supported DKMS since its 
founding in 1991. This is not just because corporate social responsibility has taken on increased importance all 
over the world: by joining the fight against blood cancer, companies attract the attention of the general public as 
well as that of customers and business partners. The “Club of the 1,000,” for example, is a special community 
made up of various companies, renowned organizations, and famous celebrities that regularly support DKMS 
financially. 
 

 

For more information, see: 

www.dkms.de 

www.dkms-insights.de 
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 FOLLOW US VIA … 
 

 

 

 

www.facebook.com/dkms.de   

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.twitter.com/dkms_de  

 

 

 

 

 

 

youtube.com/dkms_de  

 

 

 

 

 

 

plus.google.com/+dkms_de  

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.instagram.com/dkms_de   

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.dkms.de/whatsapp  

 
 

 


